Defra have announced today that annual revenue payments for some educational access visits will now continue within Higher Level Stewardship.  Payments for capital items to support educational access visits will also continue to be available.   For more information see  http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/food-farm/land-manage/stewardship/ 
Under HLS, payments will be available for educational visits for school pupils up to and including age 16, and for care farming visits for a range of vulnerable groups of people providing a supervised, structured programme of farming related activities. 
Visits for higher education students (A-level and above) and farmer led walks/talks for youth and special interest groups will not be eligible for payments. There will be no change for farmers with existing agreements where these types of visit will remain eligible until expiry of the agreement. 

Natural England will be contacting the small number of HLS agreement holders whose agreements commenced after the 1st December who had originally intended to include educational access to review their agreement and to discuss how the option may be incorporated. They  will also be contacting people with applications in the pipeline who had previously expressed interest in educational access to discuss possibilities for  this to be included in the agreement, and will be reviewing any applications that had been rejected due to educational access being removed.  
